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ARTICLE IARKING MECHANISI 
FeHx Huntar, Livingston, and Gustav Otto F.r.ey, 
Ncwark, N $., .assignors to American Can Com- 
pany, New York, N. Y., acorporation of ïNew. 
Sersey - 
Alplicttion December 21, 1949, Serial No.. 134,281 
8 Claims. (CI. 101B35) 
1 
The : present  invention relates, te a mecha- and showing the -moing par,,ts in ,a,different. po 
nism.- for. marking  articles such as containers site_on; 
with-an ,identifying legend, symbol or mark and Fig. 9 is an::enlçtrged sectional viep« takn sub- 
has ,particulär reference te a marking device hav- stantially along the line 9--9-in ïg..4; 
ing,arocker-motion.' 5 Fig.- 10 is a greatl, y enarged - sectionl,, ve.w. 
An obecto£,the invention is the provision of taken substantially along the,line|O--|{} An Fig. 
a marking mechanism- which ï is  particularly 6, with parts broken_aWay; and:e_ 
adapted for use in:marking .hollow fragile arti- Fig. 11 is- a: greatly enlrged  schemtic  sec- 
cles and., which requires no backing -up pressure tional view 
meanæ against the marking die, other than the 10 line | 
article support, broken away. 
Another object istheprovision', of such a mark- As a preferred and exemplary embodiment :o 
ing mechanism wherein the-marking device is the instant invention, the, drawings illutrate 
actuated with a::rocking motionso that the arti- marking mechanism -for printing a permanent, 
cles to.,be marked may-be operatedupon while 15 legible identifying :mark, for example-the.mark 
they are .atresç-orheld..stationary at a mark- A "Saturday" (Fig.. 2). on an:article B te be, 
ing station of the mechanism, marked. By-way of example, the drawings show- 
Another obect is .the provision o such a-mark, the article te be marked as-a paraiïïn, coated fibre 
ing:meehanism wherein the articles robe marked milk container of the character - disclosed : in-. 
may be passed' through the mechanism in acon-. 0 United States Patent 2,085,979 issued July 6,1937, 
tinuous procession, each article stopping only me- te John 1VL. Hothersall although the invention is 
mentarily ata. marking station, for the-marking equally well adapted te marking .great 'variety 
operation; se -that the mechanism as a unit may of other articles. The mark A imprinted on the 
be readily utilized as a part of  more elaborate container is shown as a day of the calendar week 
machine for performing other, operations upon 5 and pre£erably is applied te a sealing, or .closure 
thearticles.: element C on the top of the container. 
Numerous other objects andadvantages of the In the preferred showing of the mechanism 
invention will be apparent as -if is botter under- the containers are fed.in a continuous procession, 
stood' frein the following: description; which, in upright position with their reps uppermost and 
tken in. connection with- the- accompanying, 0 are advanced ïntermittently into a-,marking sta- 
drawings,, discloses, a: preïerred embodiment Gon D(Fig, 1): The .advancement of :the con- 
thereof,: tainers is effected by 
Fteïerring te the drawings: (Figs. 1 and 3 ) having a -pair of spaced and paral- 
Figme 1 is .a plan view of a marking mecha- lel turret disks 2| mounted on the upper end of 
nism embodying the instant-invention,- with 35 an intermittently rotatable.shaft 22-carried in a 
parts broken away andparts shown in section; bearing 2 .formed in a-frame 24 which may be 
Fig: 2 is a-top, plan, view.of an article showing  the main frame of a-filling or other, machine 
an identifying mark:as :applied in the mechanism whieh performs a previous- operation, upon: the 
shown in Fig. 1; container. The shaft 22 may be rotated in: any 
Fig. 3 is a sectionat view taken substantially 4O suitable-manner. 
along,.the.broken line.3--- in Fige 1; with parts The curer peripheries-of'the:turret:disks are- 
broken-avay; formed-with vertically aligned pockets 26 for 
Fig. 4:.is an enlarged,side view of 'the mark- receiving, and: advancing:, the containers. The 
ing .parks of.-the mechanism shown-in-Fig:: 1 with containers are introducedïnto-these pockets ,in 
parts,boken _away, and. withthe upper end of an 45 any suitable .manner._ While-in:the pockets, the 
ar,çicle in marking-position;.  cooEtainers are supported on- 
Fige 5 is:a,,sectional view. taken substantially secured te the frame 24 The table is-formed 
along:-the, broken.:line §--§ in, Fig, ,4ï with parts with inner and curer guide ledges ,2. Cued 
brokenaway; inner and curer guide rails 29,,, disposedad- 
Fig. 6 is a horizontal:section=taken:substan- 50 jacent the path of travel of the upper end.of 
tially along the broken line .6--6 in Fig. 4; the advancing containers, cooperate with the 
Fig, 7 is-an enlarged, .transverse .section. taken ble-guide ledges 2S in retaining the containers in 
substantially along the line B in Fig., 6, with their turret pockets during their.advancement. 
parts broken avay; After. a container marking operation .at the 
Fig..8 is ,a fragmentary view ,similz te Fig. 4 55 marking station D, the turret disks .2 advance. 
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the marked containers onto a continuously ro- 
tating discharge disk 35 (Fig. 1) carried on a 
shaft 36 journaled in the main frame 24. The 
containers are guided into position onto this 
disk as they leave the marking station, by con- 5 
tinuations of the guide rails 29, 3}, which con- 
tinuations curve around the disk 35. The dis- 
charge disk 85 transfers the marked containers fo 
a continuously moving conventional belt con- 
veyor 37 (Fig. 1) which carries the containers fo 10 
any suitable place of deposit. 
Marking of a container B with a legend A af 
the marking station D is effécted wlile th con- 
tainer is in ifs turret pockets 26 and while the 
container and the turret are at-restbetween in- 
termittent rotation of the turret. This marking 
operation is performed by a rocker type marking 
device which is located af the marking station._ 
The marking device is housed in a stationarF 
marker frame 4! Figs. I, 3 4, 5, 6, 7, 8) which 20 
includes a pair of spaced horizontal frame mem- 
bers 42 between which the upper ends of the 
containers pass during  their advancement 
through the mecharsm Th marker frame 4 J 
is secured fo an upright bracket 44 Which ex- 2. 
tends up from the main frame 24. 
The ïrame members 42 support a two-piece 
rocker head 48 (Figs. 6 and 7) comprising a main 
body 47 andan end cap 48 which operate as a 
unit, the cap bCng fastelad by screws fO the 30 
body. The rocker head 46 is freely mounted 
on the rocker Ïrame for rocking movement there- 
on. For this puipose the rocker head body  
and ifs cap 48, adjacent th frame members 42, 
are formd with curved rocker elements or 35 
rockers ! which are disposed in Spaced relation 
and which engage against  pair of similarly 
spaced, fiat rocker rails 52 formed on the frame 
members (see Fig. 11). In order to prevent 
slipping betwéen the rockers 5! and the rails 40 
2, the head body 47 and its cap 48 carry seg- 
ment gears 54 which mesh with gear racks 5 
secured tothe framemembers 42 adjacent the 
rocker rails 52. 
Rocking of the rocker head 46 is effected pref- 
erably by a carriage 57 (Figs. 4, 6 and 7) which 
extends across the rocker frame members 42 
above the rocker head. This carriage is formed 
with side arms 8 which terminate in bearings 
59 surrounding trunnions 6, 62 of the frame 
members 42. The trunnion 6 ! is an integral part 
of ifs frame member, whfle trunnion 82 is a 
separate part secured in place in ifs fïame ruera- 
ber. The longitudinal axes of the trunnions 
align with each other and with the top rocker 
surfaces of the rocker rails 2 fo effect proper 
rocking movement of the rocker head 46. 
The rocker head 48 is pressed against the frame 
members 2 under constant pressure by a com- 
pression spring 65 (Fig. 7) which is interp_osed 60 
between the head and the carriage 7. One end 
of the spring 65 is seated in a recess 68 formed 
in the rocker head while the opposite end is 
disposed in a threaded bore 67 formed in the 
carriage. An adjusting screw 68 disposed in the 
bore 67 is provided for adjusting the pressure 
of the spring on the rocker head. 
The upper end of the rocker head 46, opposite 
its rockers 5 , is provided with a pair of spaced- 
and parallel upright arms 7 !. (Figs. 6, 7 and 8) 70 
which af their upper ends carry slide blocks 72. 
These blocks are slideably disposed in upright 
slideways 73 ïormed in enlaried portions 74 of 
the carriage arms 58. The slide blocks 7 and 
slideways 73 thus provide a loose actuating con- 75 
nection between the rocker head 46 and the car- 

4 
riage 57 and rock the upper end of the head while 
permitting the spring 65 fo press the head against 
its rocker frame members. Through tlis loose 
connection the rocker head 46 is rocked back 
and forth on the rocker rails 2 by the carriage 
lockin movement of the carriage 57 is ef- 
fected through cam action by a face cam 8 
. (Figs. 4 and 8) which is mounted on a continu- 
ously rotating cam shaft 76 journaled in a bear- 
ing 77 formed on the side of the rocker frame 
. The shaft is rotated in any suitable manner 
in timewith the- turret shaft 22 so that the cam 
shaft 76--and thecam 75 mounted thereon makes 
one revolution evêr: rime the turret shaft 22 
makes a partial rotation and thereby advances 
a container through one step. For this purpose 
the rocker carriage 57 is connected by a link 78 
to one .arm 79 of a bell crank 86 mounted ou 
a pivot pin 8 secured in the rocker frame 4! 
(see Fig..: 8). Another arni 82 of the bell crank 
carrie a cam roller. 8 wliich operates in a cam 
groove 84 of the face cam 75. Thus every rime 
the cam75 makes one revolution, if rocks the 
bell cïank 88 and through the link 78 in turn 
rocks tlie carriage S-7 and the rocker head 48 
loosely connected tlïereto. 
In ordr to effect the marking oï the containers, 
the rocker head 46 carries a marking drum 87 
(Figs. 7, 9 and lI) which is provided with a 
plurality of marking elements or dies 88 spaced 
around ifs periphery. The marking drum 87 is 
rotatably mounted in the marking head 8 This 
drum is formed with an axial tapered bore which 
extends entirely through the drum. At one end, 
the right as viewed in Fig. V, the drum is sup- 
ported by a trunnion 89 having a tapered plug 98 
which is secured in the small end of the tapered 
bore. The trunnion extends beyond the drum and 
is journaled in a bearing formed in the marking 
head. At ifs opposite end, the left as viewed in 
Fig. V, the drum is supported in a sleeve 9 ! which 
is secured fo the head cap 48. The sleeve sur- 
rounds this end of the drum. The bottom of the 
marking head 46 is open as shown in Fig. Il fo 
permit a selected marking die 88 fo extend beyond 
the head for marking purposes. 
. Provision is ruade to rotate the marking drum 
87 in the marking head 46 fo selectively locate 
a desired marking die 88 in marking position at 
the bottom of the marking head. For this pur- 
pose, the outer periphery of the marking drum 87, 
adjacent the trurmion 89, is formed with gear 
teeth 93 (Fig. 9) which mesh with a pinion 9 
secured fo an adjustlng shaft 95 carried in a 
bearing 98 formed in the marking head. The 
end of the shaft opposite the pinion 94 is formed 
with a hollow head 97 adapted fo receive a 
wrench or key or other tool suitable ïor rotating 
the adjusting shaft 95. By thus rotating the shaft 
95 the pinion rotates the drum into any desired 
position. Markings or indicla 98 (Fig. 8) on the 
edge of the marking drum 87 are provided for 
visibly indicating which marking die is located in 
marking position. These markings 98 are visible 
only through an opening 99 (Figs. 4, 5 and 8) 
formed in the head cap 48. The marking showing 
through this opening is the saine ks th niark- 
ing on the die 88 located in marking position ai 
the bottom of the head 46 
After an adjustment of the marking drum 87, 
if may be loCked in such marking position against 
inadvertent rotation. This locking of the drum 
preferably.is brought about bY a lockingpin 8! 
(Fig. I0) which is engageable in any one oï a 
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plurality., of locking holes: [02. (see--a]so Fig, 9) 
formedin, the,marking«drum. 8] adjacen the end 
of the, drum which-is mounted in the, sleeve, 
The ]ockingpin ! [ ! project through a . clearance, 
opening  0 ,in the.sieeve-9! and extends up 
through a hollow springbarrel ! @4 threadedly se- 
cured in the=marking.head 46:: A-compression 
spring 105 ,located inthe barrel,164 and inter- 
posed between the barrel and a collar.l6 formed 
on the pin,. keeps the. pin in place in the. selected 
locking  hole, 162  and thus holds the marking 
drum in an adjusted, position The curer end of 
the pins, 161 extends beyond the spring barrel 
and carriesaknob: 107 for manually withdrawing 
the:pin, frein locking position te effect . an ad- 
justment of the markingdrum. 
W.hen marking,articlés having a paraffin, coated 
surfaces, such as, the .containers B; the-marking 
elements or, dies,86  preferably: are heated and 
used, in conjunction with- a-ribbon. 
a transferable thermoplasticmaterial. In, the 
instant ïcase-heating,of the dies 88 «preferably is 
effected 'by an ..electric ,heating unit 
which is-located within .the tapered bore of the 
marking.drum 8].- The heating unit is connected 25 
by vires :1137 114.,to any suitable source of elec- 
tric current. I-Ieat generated by this unit is trans- 
ferred by conduction, through the.marking drum 
8] te the marking dies 68., 
The-ther-möplastic,coated ribbont 11 preferably 30 
is drawn, frorrï-a -reel 4 18 i.(Figs« .4 and 5)  which is 
mounted on.a short :shaft 19 carried in a boss 
 2,formed on, the marker frame  . The ribbon 
frein the reel«extends downwardly over a. pair of 
idler rollers 22,: 12 carried :on studs  24,secured 35 
inlus 12], 126 which' extend out frein -the frame 
41 and one of theframe,members 42 respectively 
(see also Fige 6). The rotler 12.is.disposed ad- 
jacent,the,bottom,of the marking-head 45 and 
the,ribbon extends substantialty horizontally fr0m t0 
this follet, across.and,,below the bottera-of the 
marking head .te a,-third idler follet .131 disposed 
adjacent the opposite side of the marking .head 
(shovn in Figs« .4 :and 6). This idler-roller 
is mounted on astud 152 secured,in a lug 
which extends-from-,the adjacent frame member 
42.' Frein the idler follet  , the-ribbon extends 
upwardly between  a. ribbon feeding- or pulling, 
roller 36 and a pressure roller 6 -(Figs: 4 'and 5) 
mounted on studs I] secured in bosses I$formed 
on the ,marking-frame 4 I. 
The feeding follet,   is providedwith a ratchet 
whee!  I1 which is engaged by a pawl 142 moùnted 
on a pivot pin-14 carried :in an upright arm 
of a bell crank 4. The bell crank is mounted 
ena pivot stud ',l6.securedïn a-lug 14] 'which 
extends fromone of the-bosses 38 ,(see Fg. 5). 
The ,pawl 142is held under Pressure againstthe 
ratchet wheel I bya, tension spring 148 which 
is stretched between and engaged .in the-ends of 
lugs 14, D which extend-outwardly .frein the 
pawl and the bell crank-respectively. 
An opposite arm, $2',of theïbell crank 
carries at ifs curer end,a.bùtton  which,is lo- 
cated, .-'in, the path - of travel of ,' and normally in 
engagement with,(as,best shown in Fig 8)' the 
head of anadjustable,ïscrew 14 secured in adug: 
f  whichprojects out frein the marker carriage 
« A spring;.166 (Figs, 4,.5 .and 8) havingone 
end: connected: with the upright arm 144, of the 
bell crank :146 and its 0pposite,end secured te the 
frame 41 keeps, the button,.l3 in engagement 
with the screw. 164, 
Thus when the carri«ge: 5:rócks forward 
through-a: markingstroke: (towrd: the lef as 

6 
. viewed in Fig. 8), the screw I § moves away.from 
the button I and thus permits the spring 16 te 
rock the .bell crank: I  : in, a:, clockwise .direction 
and thus dras .the pawl 14 £oward-the right as 
5 viewed :in  Fig., 8 the.pawl'riding over.the teeth 
of the.ratchetwheel 14 and coming te test inthe 
position shown in Fig, 4. When, the carr'iage §7 
rocks back.(toward.the:rightAn .Fig. 4 .after a 
marking= operation,: the screw,, I 4 : engages the 
10 bütton I and rocks the bell crank 146 in a 
counterclockwise, direction,and thus: pushes the 
pawl   :forward (toward ;th :.left as .viewed in. 
Fig .4).. This movement.of..the pa.wl partially 
rotates.,the ratchet ;wheel,-I,l :and :thus -pulls the 
15 ribbon and:ad..vances,it :suiïicient te ,bring ,n 
used :portion int0 position nnder.:th¢ marking die 
68,:. The ribbor,:upon::leavingthe feeding .or:pull 
follet. I 6 may be torn:off..or diected te any. suit- 
able:place of deposit.:. 
In£he operation of theabove.described mark- 
ing mechanism, a container B upon beïng ad- 
vanc.ed into the marking, station D is :disposed di- 
rectly: under the marking device with the portion. 
of the, container fo be marked in substantial 
vertical, alignment wiçh: the selected : marking 
die..6-in the.marking head 46 and wïth.the 
thermoplastic .coated ribbon_ I I I interposed be- 
tween:th :marking;die 66 and;the container as 
best-shown in:Fig...8:: During thisadvancement 
of, the«container::into:markiug: position af the 
stationD, the.marking:head 46;and. its associ- 
ate: parts ae in ::the ,position ihovn in Fig. 8 
te hold the selected marking die86 in an. elevated 
position, above :th.e:path, of.:travel of' the container 
soas te :clear thecontainer.as the latter advances 
into-the marking:station: 
Whfle the, container :B is ;a. test. at the, mark- 
ing statïon D/the continnously rotating cam 5 
rocks the marking carriage:,6 forward, toward 
the leît-as.viewed in.Figs; 8 and îl.' During this 
rocking movement, £he rocker head 46 moves with 
the carriage, the rocker elements-61 rockng for- 
ward. on the frame: guide rails 62 end being 
guided :against:slippage:by. ,the segment gears  
d5 andracks 6. As the rocker head. thus.rocks 
f'orward»the selected, marking die 66/by virtue of 
ifs position in the rocker head, moves down 
agaist:the-ribbon   I and pr.esses the ribbon 
against,: the top of the container positioned at 
50 the .marking station as best.shown in Fig..4. If 
is this rocking.movement that imprints the mark 
A.onto-theï container.. 
fter the. marking operation, as explained 
above, the cam- rocks the carriage 7 and ifs 
05 marking, head 46; back-through a return stroke, 
towad the right in Fig. 4.. This return more- 
ment of the.carriage and-head lifts the marking 
die 65 upwardly away frein .the container and 
the.ribbonand thus is clear of-the marked con- 
ç;0 tainer te-permit removat of the container from 
the marking station. If is also this.return more- 
ment that advances the ribbon for a subsequent 
marking opera.tion as explained hereinbefore. 
ç',5. This complotes the.. cycle of operation of the 
marking device. 
If is-thought that the.-invention and many of 
ifs attendant advantages .will. be :understood frein 
the foregoing.-descziption, andit will- be apparent 
;0 that various changes.ma_y ,be-made in the-form, 
construction-and.arrangement..of the parts with- 
out,:departing frein thespirit and scope of the 
invention..or, sacriflcing,- all of ifs material -ad- 
vantages..the form-hereinbef6redescribed being 
75, merelya pref.erred'embodiment.-thereof. 
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Wë claire: ..... . . " " '.-. 
 I. A mechanim for marking-artiCles such as 
containers and the lile with-an ïdentifying 
legend/the combination oï a marker frame, a 
carriage including spaced side arms.having trun- 
nion ïor pivotal connection with said ïrame, a 
rocker head in saioE carriage between said side 
arms and having a curved rocker elernent rest- 
ig on said frame for rocking movement with 
said carriage, said rocker head also moving in 
said carriage towaroE and away ïrom the axis oï 
said trunnions, means for maintaining said 
rocker element in engagement with said ïrame 
during ifs rocking movement, actuating devices 
ïor rocking said cariage and said head through 
ifs rocker element on said frame; and a marking 
instrumentality cried in said head and movable 
through the rocking action of said head towaroE 
and away from an article held stationary adja- 
cent said frame for marking an idntifying legend 
on said article. 
2. A mechanism ïor marking articles such as 
containers and the like with an identiïying 
legend, the combination of a marker frame, a 
carriage pivotally conneced fo said frame in 
spaced pivots along one sideof the carriage, a 
rocker head in said carriagWand having a curved 
rocker element resting on said frame in between 
said carriage pivots for rocking movement with 
said carriage, said rocker head also having inde- 
pendent movement in said carriage, means car- 
ried by said carriage ai the side opposite said 
pivots and operable against said rocker head for 
maintaining said rocker element in engagement 
with said ïrarne, actuatir/g devices for rocking 
said carriage fo rock said head through ifs rocker 
element on said frame, meshing rack and gear 
elements secured fo said frame and said head 
respectively and disposed alongside of said curved 
rocker element fer controiling the rockng action 
between said rocker element and said frame 
against slippage, and a marking instrumentality 
carried in said head and movable through the 
rocking action of said head toward and away 
frmn an article held stationary adjacent said 
frame for marking an identifying legend on said 
article. 
3. A mechanism for marking articles such as 
ccntainers and the like with an identifying 
iegend, the ccmbination of a marker frame, a 
carriage pivotally mounted on said frame, a 
rocker head carried by said carriage and having 
rcckin mcvement on the frame, meshing rack 
and gear elemCts secured fo said frame and 
said head respective]y, means interposed between 
said carriae and said rocker head for maintain- 
ing said rack and gear elements in meshing en- 
gagement, actuating devices ccnnected with said 
carriage for moving the carriage thereby rock- 
ing said head on said rack and gear elements, and 
a marking instrumentality carried in said head 
and movab]e through the rocking action of said 
head toward and away from an article heid sta- 
ticnary adjacent said frame for marking an 
identifying legend on said article. 
4. A mechanism for marking articles such as 
containers and the like with an identifying 
legend, the ccmbinaticn of a marker frame, a 
carriage having side members pivotally connected 
to said fram, a rocker head carried within said 
carriage and confined against lateral displace- 
ment by said side members, said rocker head 
having a curved rocker element resting on said 
fïame fer rocking movement on said frame, 
means connected beçween said carriage and said 

S 
rocker head ,for maintaining said curved rocker 
element in engagement .with said frame, actuat- 
ing devices operable on said carriage fer rccking 
the carriage and the rocker head in unison, and 
 a marking instrurnentality carried in said head 
and movable therewith during ifs rocking mcve- 
ment for marking an identifying legend on .an 
article held stationary in the path of travel of 
said marking instrumentality. 
10 5. A mechanism for marking articles such as 
ccntainers and-the like with an identifying 
iegend, the combination er a staticnary marker 
frame, a pair of spaced rocker raiis on said 
frame, a pair of gear racks on said frame dis- 
l posed one adjacent each of said rails, a rockable 
carriage extending acrcss said frame and Pivct- 
aliy mounted on said frame on oppcsite sides 
therecf adjacent said rocker rails, a rocker head 
confined within said carriage, said rocker head 
.20 adjacent said-frame having a pair of curved 
rocker elements-engaging with said rocker raiis 
and a pair of segment gears meshing with said 
geaï racks, said. rocker head having rnovernent 
within said carriage in a sliding connection 
 cluding siide blocks and slideways, pressure 
means interpcsed between said carriage and said 
head for yieldabiy maintaining said rocker ele- 
ments in engagement with said rocker raiis, actu- 
ating devices connecting with said carriage for 
0 rccking said carriage and said head through a 
marking, stroke and thence through a return 
stroke, and a marking instrumentality carried in 
said head and projecting therefrcm between said 
rails and movable with said head during its rock 
:. ing movement for marking an identifying iegend 
on an article held stationary in the path of travel 
of said marking instrumentality. 
6. A mechanism for marking articles such as 
ccntainers and the like with an identifying 
4O legend, the combinaticn of a marker frame, a 
rocker head having longitudinaily spaced curved 
rocker elements resting on said frame for lateral 
rocking movement thereon, means for maintain- 
ing said rocker elements in engagement with said 
4 frame, a rotatable marker drum carried in said 
head and extending longitudinal]y of the head, 
said drum having a plurality of circumferentia]ly 
spaced marking instrumentalities iccated 
tween the spaced elements of said rocker head, 
0 means in said head for rotating said drum for 
selectively iccating a marking instrumentality in 
cperative position with 
strumentality projecting beyond said rocker 
head, means for locking said drum against 
 ration after an adjustment therecf, and actuating 
devices for rocking said head on said frame for 
moving the selectively located marking instru- 
mentality tovard and away frein an article held 
stationary adjacent said frame for marking an 
0 identifying legend on said article. 
. A mechanism for marking articles such as 
containers and the like with an identifying 
legend, the combinaticn of a marker frame, a 
carriage pivotaliy mounted on said frame, a 
 rocker head mounted in said carriage and having 
movement with the carriage, said rocker head 
having a curved rocker element resting on said 
frame for rocking movement thereon, means for 
maintaining said rocker elemenç in engagement 
'0 with said frame, a marking instrumentality 
carried in said head and mcvable therewith, a 
heating element also disposed in said head fer 
heating said marking instrumentality, a ribbon 
carrying a thirmoplastic marking material dis- 
 Posel adjacent said marking instrumentality, and 
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actuattng devices for moving said carriage and 
for rocking said head on said frame for moving 
said marking instrumentality toward and away 
ïrom an article held stationary adjacent said 
frame with the ribbor interposed between the 
marking instrumentality and the article fo trans- 
ïer some of the thermoplastic material from the 
ribbon fo the article for marking an identifying 
legend on said article. 
8. A mechanism for marking articles such as 
containers and the like with an identifying 
legend, the combination of a marker frame, a 
carriage pivotally mounted on said frame, a 
rocker head carried by said carriage and having 
movement therewith, said rocker head havlng a 
curved rocker element restlng on sald frame for 
rocking movemint thereon, means for maintain- 
ing said rocker element in engagement with said 
ïrame, actuating devices for moving said carriage 
and for rocking said head through ifs rocker 
element on said frame, a marking instrumen- 
tality carried in sald head and movable through 

10 
the rocking action of said head toward and away 
from an article held stationary adjacent said 
frame for marking an identifying legend on said 
article, support means adjacent said rocker 
ïr«me for supporting the article during the mark- 
5 ing operation, and means for feeding and locating 
the article on said support for the marking op- 
eration and for removing the article after the 
marking operation. 
FELIX HUNTAR. 
10 (ïUSTAV OTTO FPEY. 
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